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VAN WYCK, AUGUSTUS (14 October 1850-8 June 1922), judge and 
gubernatorial candidate. Born in New York City, Van Wyck attended 
Phillips Exeter Academy and the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. He practiced law briefly in Richmond, Virginia, and then 
returned to New York, where he was elected judge of the Superior 
Court of Brooklyn, subsequently he transferred to the New York 
Supreme Court. Although he was active in politics and the brother of 
Mayor Robert Van Wyck, his choice as Tammany Hall's gubernatorial 
candidate in 1898 surprised many. His opponent was the Republican 
Theodore Roosevelt, fresh from his exploits on San Juan Hill. 
Although the election was expected to result in a Democratic victory. 
the war hero Roosevelt won by a slim 17,786-vote margin. Tammany 
boss Richard Croker' s attempt to interfere in the reappointment of 
New York City judge Joseph F. Daly had angered Republicans and 
Democrats alike, and eroded support for Van Wyck. The Roosevelt 
triumph dealt a blow to Tammany's attempts to dominate state politics 
the way it ruled the city. After his loss, Van Wyck resumed his law 
practice and did not pursue political office again. He died in New York 
City.  
Further Reading: De Alva Stanwood Alexander, A Political History of 
the State of New York, Vol. IV (l882-1905).1923; New York Tribune, 9 
November 1898; New York Times, 9 June l922. 
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